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MEMORIAL. 


— AA. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled: 


The Convention assembled, pursuant to the act of Congress “ to ena- 
ble the people of the Alabama territory to form a constitution and 
state government,” on behalf of the people of the state of Alabama, 


RESPECTFULLY REPRESENT: 


That nature seems to have connected the state of Alabama and that 
part of Florida which lies along its southern boundary by the strong- 
est ties of common interest. In this part of Florida is situated the 
seaport which must probably become the emporium of the commerce 
of at least all that portion of the state which lies south of the chain of 
mountains dividing the waters of the Tennessee River from those of 
Mobile Bay. Thenature of the soil and climate of that part of the 
state of Alabama which lies contiguous to Florida affords reasonable 
ground to calculate that it will soon contain a numerous and wealthy 
population, whöse wants and industry will require and employ an ex- 
tensive and valuable trade with other parts of the world. The rivers 
which afford the most easy and direct route for this trade all dis- 
charge themselves into the ocean through this part of Florida. This 
portion of country, consisting of a slip of sea-coast, whose mean 
breadth does not exceed fifty miles, intervenes between the ocean and 
the state of Alabama-for fully two-thirds of its extent from east to 
west. This part of Florida is, by all accounts, represented to be, 
almost throughout, of a very barren soil, and to afford scarcely any 
resource for the support of a population, except from the profits of 
commerce at a few points advantageously situated for that purpose; 
while it is, by its position and nature, intimately connected with the 
state of Alabama. It seems, by the same circumstances, to be dis- 
tinctly separated from any other portion of country. The territory 
of East Florida appears, of itself, sufficiently extensive to form a 
state. The settlements of East and West Florida, separated from 
each other, (as they must probably always be,) by a long and narrow 
line of desart, or very thinly inhabited country, can scarcely ever be 
united, to their mutual convenience and satisfaction, for the purpose 
of common government and defence, or for any of the objects of the 
political association of a state. 

Your memorialists have learned that, in February last, the repre- 
sentatives of the governments of the United States and Spain entered 
into a treaty by which the Floridas are ceded to the United States; 
and that it is probable that before this memorial shall be laid before 
your honorable body the Executive of the United States, will have 
received the ratification of this treaty by the government of Spain: 
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and this country will have become a part of the territory, and be in 
the possession, of the United States. Whatever disposition Congress 
may make of that part of the ceded territory which lies along the 
southern boundary of our state, we shall sincerely rejoice at an event 

~ which we conceive to be so eminently conducive to the best.interest of 
the nation. and which affords new evidence of the wisdom and policy 
of the just and firm course which the government of the United 
States has uniformly pursued in its intercourse with other nations. 
We respectfully submit it to your honorable body to examine if the 
intérest of the United States, of the state of Alabama, and of the fu- 
ture inhabitants of West Florida, will not alike be promoted by an- 
nexing to this state so much of the country lately ceded by Spain as 
lies west of the Appalachicola River. i ‘ 

Your memorialists, without going further into details, of which the 
national legislature must be fully sensible, beg leave to remind your 
honorable body of the probable importance of: the harbor of Pensa- 
cola as a naval station; of the exposed situation of all this section of 
country to ‘foreign invasion; and of the additional promptness and 
energy with which the citizens of Alabama can be brought to defend 
or to aid in defending it, when it shall form a‘part of their own state: 

> In the numerous relations of commerce and contracts, we. must expect 
that there will hereafter be an intimate connexion and continual inter- 
course between the people of Alabama and of Pensacola, and of the 
inhabitants of’ this section of country generally, botliin ‘thé towns 
and in the country. A diversity of laws and government. between 
two districts of country thus relatively situated would’ probably in- 
volve the people of both in much inconvenience and confusion. 

With these views, we, the people.of the state of Alabama, by our 
representatives assembled in convention for the purpose of forming 
our Constitution and state government, declare that we desire and 
consent that. so much of Florida as lies between the rivers Appala- 
chicola, or Chatahouchie, and Perdido,-and south of the present 
southern boundary of this state, shalf become and form a part of the 
state of Alabama, and'be subject to the laws and constitution thereof, 
and its inhabitants be entitled to all the rights’and privileges of citi- 
zens of this state, in the säine manner, and for all intents and pur- 
poses, as if it had been included within the original boundaries of 


this state. 
And we respectfully ‘solicit of the Congress of the United States, 


that, if the late treaty between thé United States and Spain shall be 
duly ratified by. both the contracting parties, this part of Florida 
may be annexed to and form a part of the state of Alabama. 

By unanimous order of the Convention. 
J. W. WALKER, 

President of the Convention. 
Aitest, 
Joun CAMPBELL, 
Secretary of the Convention. 
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